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the eternity of hell. It seems to be a pretty general feeling amongst historical writers that the work cannot have had a great influence on its age, though it became the chief monument of Augustine's learning and power in after years. Again let me recall the circumstances under which it was produced ; probably no other work of such a magnitude and ambition was ever written under such distracting circumstances. Augustine had little leisure for sustained reflection, and even less opportunity to complete his faulty erudition. To have produced a great work in such circumstances was a remarkable achievement.
To return to the period immediately after the fall of Rome. Africa was the natural refuge of the wealthy Romans who fled before the stream of barbarians, and some curious- scenes were witnessed there in 411 and 412. One of these scenes occurred in Augustine's church at Hippo, and caused him considerable pain. Amongst the rich Christian families that fled from Rome was the very remarkable family of Melania, who came to Africa in 411, with her daughter-in-law Albina, and grand-daughter Melania the younger, with her husband Pinianus. Melania the elder, one of the most notable Christian ladies at Rome, and